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President’s Message
My term as your President is growing short. I had no idea
that the time would past so fast. I guess the saying “Time flies
when you are having fun” is true. Being President is gratifying
and exciting. I am honored to have this opportunity. One of
my favorite things about being President is meeting members and working with them. Thank you to everyone who has
helped take care of Texas Garden Clubs.
The coronavirus pandemic has made everything more difficult to accomplish. One of my goals as President is to increase
our membership. It is one of the most important things we
can do to keep our clubs going strong and spreading our
Peggy Moreland
legacy. New members will help revitalize our organization.
TGC President (2019-2021)
Another reason I would like to increase membership is to
“Plant America - Grow Our Future”
be able to apply for two NGC Scholarships, now we are only
eligible to have one applicant. I am asking each of you to talk with your friends, neighbors,
and families about garden clubs and all the good and fun things we do and invite them to
be part of TGC and your local clubs. To qualify for the two scholarships, we would need to
recruit 2000 new members. Doing so would allow us to give more help to students who are
interested in gardening related fields in Texas.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel many events this past year, but our members are busy making plans for our future. District meeting will be coming up in March via Zoom or in person.
The upcoming Spring Convention will be in San Antonio in April. I would like for membership recruitment to be included at these meetings and at your local club meetings. I encourage each member to help recruit new members, if every member would ask one person to
join, we could easily meet our goal of 2000 new members. Thank you all for your help.
I have been working to finalize the issue with the City of Ft. Worth. We met with the attorney
and gave him our terms that were voted on at the fall convention. The agreement with the
City is being revised and I hope to have a copy soon.
Spring is on its way. I am looking forward to the warmer days and the beautiful trees and
flowers. Spring brings new beginnings, I hope you all will join me for the “Fiesta” in San Antonio at the Spring Convention April 5-9, 2021. District VII has planned a fun convention that
includes workshops, meetings, educational speakers, and the Installation of the new President, Gwen DeWitt and the 2021-23 Officers. Please come and help us celebrate!
Wishing you a Happy and Healthy SPRING, see you in San Antonio!!!
~ Peggy

Moreland

President’s Travel Schedule
April 2021.......................................... TGC Spring Convention........San Antonio, Texas
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Greetings from National Garden Clubs, Inc. 2020 is behind us
with high expectations of garden club activities ahead. We
continue to create interesting ways to meet and communicate. As this administration moves towards the end of May,
we are planning to provide on our NGC website interesting presentations about the many accomplishments of this
2019-2021 term. Look for more specific information during
the week of May 17-20, 2021 soon.
March 20, 2021 is the first day of spring. This day is determined by the vernal equinox which is when the sun crosses
over the plane of the earth’s equator, making night and day
approximately equal lengths all over the world. How does
Gay Austin
this affect us as gardeners? Along with longer daylight and
NGC President (2019-2021)
warmer temperatures, our nature awakens, bringing bountiful beauty for us to enjoy. Encourage everyone you know to
get outside to enjoy this season. Taking a deep breath of fresh air in a garden is both invigorating and inspiring.
I close with a statement made years ago from a person named Osho: “Your mind is a garden,
Your thoughts are the seeds. You can grow flowers, or You can grow weeds.”

South Central Region

Remember, keep planting, and keep uniting with youth and plant
societies to Plant America! Stay Safe!

by Linda Jean Brown, Managing Editor 2019-2021

Summer 2019
NGC, SCR, Youth, and TGC, Inc. 2018 Awards
TGC, Inc. Officers Directory 2019-21
Call to TGC, Inc. 88th Fall Convention –Tyler, TX (registration form)
Recommendations from 2019 Spring Convention
Winter 2019
Call to TGC, Inc. 92nd Spring Convention – Galveston, TX (Cancelled C0VID)
Recommendations from 2019 TGC, Inc. Fall Convention
Article on Arbor Day by State Arbor Day Chairman
Spring 2020
Call to SCR 91st Convention – Little Rock, AR (Cancelled COVID)
Registration form Environmental School #2 (Cancelled COVID)
Summer 2020
NGC, SCR, Youth, and TGC, Inc. 2019 Awards
Call to TGC, Inc. 89th Fall Convention – Kerrville, TX (registration form)
Nominating Committee Report (issue even years)
Winter 2020
Garden Club Member of the Year Nominees
TGC, Inc. 93rd Spring Convention – San Antonio, TX (registration form)
Recommendations from Trustees & Finance Committees
TGC Scholarship Winners
Article on Birds (even years only)

Chicken Simon & Garfunkel

I hope this winter in Texas finds members well and safe. 2021 is
ahead of us. Soon it will be time to replant.
Our National Garden Clubs will be holding an Electronic Convention in 2021 via Zoom. Please plan to support this convention.
New Mexico is still deciding on how to hold the 2021 SCR convention which cannot be held on April 21-23, 2021. The SCR convention may be held in the summer or via Zoom. Please plan on
attending. I look forward to the Texas Convention for 2021. Texas
Clubs always have great conventions. I hope Texas keeps entering
awards for the Region and National contests.

Index of the LSG Issues - Previous Two Years

(Parsley, Sage, Rosemary & Thyme)

3 boned, skinned whole chicken breasts		
1 beaten egg
1 stick butter					1 T chopped parsley.
6 slices mozzarella or Swiss cheese		
½ tsp sage
Flour						½ tsp rosemary
Breadcrumbs					½ tsp thyme
½ cup white wine

Linda Lawson
SCR Director (2019-2021)

I am overjoyed that Texas is having a 2021 Convention. I saw on a Texas Zoom meeting that
Texas is having flower shows and meetings, job well done. Congratulations Texas!

Flatten chicken and spread with half the butter. Season with salt and pepper to taste
or garlic powder as salt substitute. Place cheese on chicken, roll and tuck ends. Coat
lightly with flour. Dip in egg and roll in crumbs. Place in baking dish. Melt rest of butter
and add the herbs. Bake chicken at 350 degrees for 30 minutes, basting with the
herb butter. Pour wine evenly over the chicken and back 20 minutes longer, basting
occasionally.

Love and prays until we meet again.
4   Lone Star Gardener
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Old Fort Parker

Turf, Trees, Tomatoes – The Focus of Most Gardens

Photos by Heather White, December 20, 2020

by Allison Watkins, TX A&M AgriLife Extension Agent, Tom Green County

It’s time to start thinking about spring landscape and garden planning. Don’t be hasty and
start planting warm-season plants too early, but do start preparing for when the time comes.
Texas horticulture seems to revolve around three areas – turf, trees and tomatoes. These
“three T’s” are the foundation of home gardening and are the things that Texans talk about
and ask questions about more than anything else when it comes to home horticulture.
The basics of lawn care come down to mowing, irrigation, fertilization and pest control. It
may be more challenging to have a thick sticker-free lawn in west Texas than
other locations, but it’s possible and doesn’t require excessive water like many
may think. Deep, infrequent irrigation and frequent mowing at the appropriate height have the biggest impact on growing a dense lawn with no weeds.
As it starts to warm up, consider making some goals to rejuvenate a thinned
lawn or plant a new one if starting from scratch.

Restored home has bunk beds, fireplace, eating table/bench, and spinning wheel.

Environmental School
TBA

Tree care right now consists mainly of pruning if needed. Also, new trees can
be planted this time of year; for those wanting to add new shade trees to the
yard consider placement very carefully. Shade trees are often most attractive
when place at 45-degree angles off the front corners of the home, to frame the
home; not in the middle to visually cut the home in half. Be sure to research
the size of the tree at maturity, and plant with correct spacing. Don’t plant
trees too close together – trees are planted for the future, not for the moment.
Picture them at full size and plant accordingly.
The last T: Tomatoes are the most popular vegetable for home gardeners, but
are not the easiest. They have pest problems to watch out for, and they also
don’t like hot weather. Tomatoes can’t take freezing weather so wait until after
the last frost to plant, but try to plant as early as possible after that to get them
growing and producing before it gets hot. Small varieties like cherry tomatoes
will keep making fruit in the heat, but larger tomatoes just don’t have the ability to set fruit
when it’s hot.

Fencing and mule harnesses

Notice to Judges Council Chairmen
Please inform all of your judges in your councils:
The Flower Show Schools Committee and the NGC Executive Committee have approved
further extensions for Judges and Students effective immediately. The Good Standing
dates expiring in 2020 and 2021 for all Accredited, Life and Master Judges are extended
to December 31, 2022. No additional exhibiting or judging credits are required.
Student judges approaching the seven-year time frame limit for completion of
requirements to become and Accredited judge in 2020 and 2021 are granted an
extension through December 31, 2022.

Blacksmith firing up for horseshoe repair
6   Lone Star Gardener

Heather in the black hat at the “circle”
where tribal Indians danced and music was
performed. Huge flagpole!

Trece Chancellor
NGC Judges Council Chairman
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Conservation Checklist
by Cal Lussen, Conservation Editor

Well, the new year 2021 has started and I for one don’t mind if the door hits annus horribilis 2020 on its backside on its way out! Putting that all aside, now is a good time (besides
writing good intention resolutions) to do a checklist of what conservation measures you’ve
adopted and are implementing or still need to improve on.

range of energy efficient guidelines according to our power companies?
Course there are so many ways to conserve outside, but it’s the start of a new year, windy
and some days are down right too cold to be outside. That’s why we have seed catalogs
to snuggle up with under blankets in our most comfortable chairs with a hot cup of tea or
cocoa.

Ways and Means

Let’s start with the garage and our vehicles. Are we keeping our tires at the recommended
pressure? How about that polite term - “excess stuff” - that we carry around in our vehicles?
Getting rid of that extra weight will help our gas mileage.

A new shipment of President
Peggy Moreland ways and means
3” x 3” Rhinestone TGC pins will be
available at the upcoming TGC, Inc.
Spring Convention in San Antonio.

How about your water heater? When was the last time you checked the output temperature? How about the condition of the water heater? Is it time to invest in a newer more efficient model or perhaps look into a tankless water heater?
Moving into your laundry room, how’s your washer and dryer? Cleaning out your dryer’s
filter after each load? If you are able to get to your dryer’s vent have you checked on that and
cleared it out? And then again is it about time to look into more energy efficient models?
The life of an electric/gas dryer is 13 years and a washing machine is 10. Speaking of washing
machines are you using the right level of water for each wash. If you’ve got a small load use
the small load setting instead of the full load setting. If you are able in your community, have
you thought of putting up a clothes line where you can take advantage when it’s possible of
solar and wind power to dry your clothes?
Bathrooms are next. Are you turning off the water when you
brush your teeth unless you are rinsing? How about showers instead of baths if you can change to that? And I’m not
talking a “Hollywood Shower,” you might as well take a bath!
Check your shower head and make sure it’s not clogged up.
In the kitchen gas ranges have a life of 15 years and electric ranges have a life of 13 years. Is
it time to replace yours for a more efficient model? Have you thought about using a toaster
size oven for small items instead of heating up a large size oven? Some small appliances use
less electricity than the larger counterparts. I was amazed that my little electric kettle heats
up water faster than on the stove and hotter for less time than the microwave! Refrigerators – big electric consumer! Do you do the penguin thing and stand there in front of your
opened fridge trying to find something to eat? I’ve got one of those – his is in the middle
of the night. Refrigerators have a lifespan of 13 years. Organizing the interior (somewhat)
will help being able to open the door grab what you need and get it closed again. And
then let’s look at our deep freezers – Please let’s not! This is my Achilles heel and one that I
need to reform on. How’s the frost? Unfortunately, when we bought ours, we did not get a
self-defrosting model so consequently we have a lot of frost build up. That sure is defeating
the 11 years lifespan that’s supposed to have! Now, as for the dishwasher, I can give myself
better points as we recently bought a new dishwasher that was more energy efficient and
quieter than our old one. The husband always makes sure it’s fully loaded before selecting
which ever wash cycle he’s going to use for the job. Helps so much to have all these different
options of heat water, dry heat, power booster, etc.
Overall house thermostats – have you got one of the efficient ones where you can program
temperatures for when you’re in the house or left the house for an extended time or gone
to bed or even on vacation? And then if possible, are you keeping your temperatures in the
8   Lone Star Gardener

District Directors get yours then
– and consider purchasing some
for only $18 each as great gifts for
garden club members.
Rosemary Milk
Rosemary adds an earthy-sweet flavor to a cozy mug of warm milk, plus a long list of
potential health benefits, including improved digestion and stress relief.
2 cups milk 		

2 sprigs rosemary, washed		

2 tsp honey

Add milk to a saucepan. Crush rosemary sprigs and add to milk. Heat milk gently over
low until just boiling. Remove from heat and allow rosemary to infuse for 5 minutes.
Strain milk discarding rosemary. Pour milk into mugs and add honey. Serves 2.

Lemon Thyme Cookies
1 cup soft butter			
1 ½ cups sugar			
2 eggs 				
2 ½ cups flour

1 tsp cream of tartar
½ tsp salt
3 T dried lemon thyme

Sift together flour, cream of tartar and salt. Cream butter with sugar. Add eggs and
mix well. Work in flour mixture until well blended. Stir in lemon thyme. Chill dough
overnight. Roll into walnut-sized balls. Bake on greased cookie sheet for about 10
minutes at 350 degrees F.
Spring 2021  9

Ideas to Consider:
Plan an educational program and/or workshop at your local library/public garden or garden center.
Sponsor a hands-on “How Do You Select Flowers/Shrubs for your Garden” workshop at an area
nursery.
Beautify a manageable blighted area or enhance an existing garden. This would be a good
opportunity to work with other groups.
Plan an activity with a youth group or school students.
Place a plant or flower arrangement at public facilities, along with one of the beautiful National
Garden Week posters.
For more information, contact: Sara Hemphill, National Garden Week Chairman (email:
saraelisabeth@gmail.com, (Subject Line = Inquiry from NGC Website)
10   Lone Star Gardener
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From Across Texas
Norchester Garden Club
Spring and Summer was stay home, wear your mask, and social distance. The Garden Club
held it together via phone calls, zoom and waving at each other as some jogged down the
street. But when Fall got here the Norchester Garden Club came to life. Boy, did we! In October and November, we had not one but two garage sales. We are happy to report the money
is in the bank to maintain the Matzke Butterfly Garden for another year. Our October and
November meetings were held outside at the B’fly Garden. Interesting speakers came from
RCW Nurseries and Plants for All Seasons Nursery.
Also, in November we decorated a pickup truck, dug out our flower costumes and joined
a neighborhood parade down Idlebrook Drive to celebrate the 103rd birthday of Bill Fly, a
WWII veteran. Into December club members volunteered
through Houston Federation of Garden Clubs at Brookwood, bagging poinsettias for the charity while the residents are in quarantine.
Then came our Christmas Party. It was a Titivate Party
on the patio at Mia Bella Restaurant. Now don’t get incensed…that just means a Dress-Up Party. Nine members
dressed to the Nines and braved the 50-degree weather.
Brr! We never removed our coats to show off our party
dresses. Each guest received a rosemary spray made by
Shirley Northcutt. It put us in a festive mood. We guessed the meaning of words that sounded risqué but are quite innocent. Scientific fact: Giggling will keep you warm. We did not
notice that one of the patio heaters went out until the game ended! Then we went home to
titivate our Fuzzy Balls. Translation: we went home to dress-up (maybe with a bow) our newest Milkweed plants. To round out December we had a Christmas Cactus Contest and later
judged the Christmas decorations in Norchester. We’re looking forward to Spring when we
will be growing butterflies!
Jacksonville Garden Club
“Patriotic Pathway” celebration took place November 14, 2020 at Buckner Park in Jacksonville, TX. It was a joint project of the Jacksonville Garden
Club, City parks department, Marine Corps League, and
local citizen, Patsy Dawson.

Kerrville Garden Club
January 24, 2021 marked the 80th anniversary of the Kerrville Garden Club. Let us reflect on
how the times have changed and what we have accomplished since the club was organized.
In 1941 Kerrville was just a small community with a population of 5,600. A president of one
of the San Antonio garden clubs helped Mrs. Scott Schreiner organize the first meeting in
January 1941. Mrs. Schreiner became the first club president and the club has had 44 presidents since. The club had their first garden show featuring dahlias in the fall that first year.
The city has grown to 23,000 but is still considered a small town in today’s standards. The
ladies have dropped using Mrs. plus their husband’s first and last names, and have added Ms.
as a prefix. Dresses, hats, and heels have been replaced by pants and sandals.
In 1950 the club became federated with Texas District VIII. In 1954 the club was transferred
to Texas District VII.
The club has done numerous projects for the city including plantings at the courthouse
square, Riverside Nature Center, post office, day care center, municipal auditorium and Cowboy Artist of America Museum. Pocket triangle gardens at several corners of downtown were
established, litter bug campaigns promoted, shrubs and trees planted along highways, and
the seeding of bluebonnets along major routes. The club sponsored a bench for a recently
constructed pavilion downtown. Since 2008 the club has volunteered at the Annual Guadalupe River cleanup by handing out drinks and snacks to the workers picking up river litter.
Various awards and recognitions have occurred over the years. The club received a silver
loving cup award for establishing the most outstanding junior garden club in 1955. National
awards were received for the 1972 yearbook and the Bicentennial Garden Show in 1975.
Two Shell Petals Grants were received for projects at the Riverside Nature Center. The club
received a monetary award for its 2016 press book from the South Central Region of the
National Garden Club Inc. Numerous district and state awards have been earned throughout
the years as well.
The club has hosted various district meetings, flower shows, and joint meetings with a
neighboring club. They organized a couple of junior garden clubs, established bird sanctuaries, and had a garden club radio program for a while. Since 2006, the club has chaired
a long-standing annual holiday refurbishing workshop in which area garden clubs come
together to help decorate the Kerrville State Hospital. Recently the club has made donations
of money, tools, and a boulder to newly established Glory Community Garden in town.

The Marine Corps League presented the American flag
and led attendees with the Pledge of Allegiance. Rob
Goin, Mayor Pro Tem and Patsy Dawson were speakers.
It was a great day for remembering and celebrating our
veterans. This is the first Veterans Memorial established
for “all vets” in City of Jacksonville. Our club was very proactive in making it happen. This event will be held every
year around Veteran’s Day. The Jacksonville Garden Club
is offering commemorative paver bricks for $50 that will
be placed around this area at the park. Contact Sandra L/R Barbara Boren (seated), Sue Adams, Sandra
Dickerson, Cate Baggett, Mary Catherine Spiller,
at 903-589-1353 for information.
Marilyn Randle (seated).
12   Lone Star Gardener
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From Across Texas (continued)

Freeman also personally led the initiative to renovate the Hunt welcome sign.

Hunt Garden Club

She knew she needed money and labor, but first had to sell the idea to the board. “They
asked how are you going to make this happen? I said, ‘We’re going to have a party!’” She
brought the concept before the membership, adding an idea about including a student art
auction, and received overwhelming support from the
membership.

by Kari Short

Audrey Hepburn once said, “To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.”
Perhaps no group needs inspiration for tomorrow like the children living at the Hill Country
Youth Ranch. A combination charter school, home and healing center located in Ingram on
a beautiful sprawling 265-acre campus, the HCYR is designed to provide a safe, loving and
life-enhancing Christian environment for children and youth with special emotional and developmental needs.
Envisioned and founded by Gary and Carol Priour, and built with the help of a loving community, it has been a home and lifetime family for more than 1,900 children ages 5 to 18
years old. In January of 2020 Gary officially passed the day-to-day management to Krystle
Ramsay, LMSW, who has worked at the HCYR for 15 years. Since its inception 42 years ago,
the HCYR has grown to three campuses featuring an award-winning charter school, chapels, age-appropriate housing ranging from psychiatric assessment centers to family-style
homes and apartments, transitional living for adults ages 18-24 years old and a wide variety
of recreational amenities from sports, horse and animal care, vocational training and outdoor adventure to arts programs such as photography, music, dance and theater. Through
the years, the HCYR has steadily expanded its facilities and increased its support through
individual and corporate donors as well as year-round support of the HCYR Auxiliary and the
HCYR Thrift Shop.
However, on the evening of November 13, 2014, tragedy struck when a fire completely
engulfed the recently upgraded fine arts building which included the Black Box Theater,
costume shop, recording and photography studios and equipment, valued at $500,000.
No strangers to obstacles or miracles, the Priours along with the HCYR family and many
generous supporters began the arduous fund-raising and construction process. They finally
opened the Perry and Ruby Stevens Fine Arts Center in 2019 with a resident art show overflowing not only with talent, but especially with poignant reflections of their personal journeys so riveting that scarcely a visitor left without shedding tears.
Only one thing remained slightly incongruous with the spectacular new fine arts center
complete not only with a theater, but also state-of-the-art dance, photography, art and recording studios. The courtyard leading into spectacular new facility was a stark juxtaposition. Something had to be done.
That’s where HCYR’s effervescent development director Ashley Phillips stepped into the
picture by identifying an equally kindred spirit – Hunt-resident Kathy Freeman. Originally
from Houston with decades of retail experience, Freeman’s petite ballerina frame belies her
firebrand nature and active ranching lifestyle. Freeman said, “Ashley asked if I knew anyone
who would be willing to plant a few flowers in the fine arts center courtyard. I said, ‘Are you
serious?’ I’m the Hunt Garden Club public relations director!”
She immediately realized the potential to mobilize the talent and resources of the awardwinning Hunt Garden Club. No strangers to ambitious projects, the 116-member club already manages the Discovery Garden at the Hunt Independent School District as well as the
Wildscape Garden in front of the HISD building. The dedicated ladies spend countless hours
not only creating and managing the garden, but also work with HISD teachers to incorporate
hands-on educational opportunities for the students in the Discovery Garden. Most recently,
14   Lone Star Gardener

That was November 2019. She had little time to raise
the necessary funds, plan a relatively maintenance-free
garden and determine how to pay for it all in time for
spring planting. She enlisted the help of Kelley Conley,
who also serves on the board of the Hill Country Youth
Ranch. With support from HGC President Gretchen Harris, Freeman ran full steam ahead with a Chili in the Barn
party theme for February 28 at Bridget’s Basket with
music provided by Danny Feller, Exit 505 and Callie Ann
Hensley.
An art major with a retail and marketing background,
Freeman organized an art class in still life for HCYR stuA few of our total team on planting day.
dents and asked Nancy Huffman to lead class. Sponsored by Edythe and Booka Michel, in two hours the children produced 10 beautiful paintings in preparation for the event. Chili in the Barn was open to the public for optional donations; more than 200 people attended to support the HCYR and the HGC – not to mention
enjoying Bridget’s delicious chili. Suzy and Larry Johnson purchased four of the 10 paintings,
auctioned by Danny Feller. Other buyers included Edythe and Booka Michel, Chris Booker,
Joanna and Curtis Wright, Carol and Geoff Gannaway, Sandy Griffin and Judy and Harold Wilson. Proceeds of almost $13,000 went directly to fund
the HCYR Stevens Fine Arts Center garden.
Simultaneously, former HGC president Karen Taylor led
the planting project with help from Carla Stang, Hill
Country Master Naturalist, and Bernadell Larson, Hill
Country Master Gardener. Together they developed a
plan for a pollinator garden featuring native perennials
and other drought-tolerant, deer-resistant plants such
as Coreopsis, Flame Acanthus, Purple Skullcap, Gregg’s
Mistflower, Red Yucca, Lantana, American Beautyberry,
Copper Canyon Daisies, Milkweed and Louisiana Wild
Iris. “Plants were selected to give color to the garden
from early spring through late fall, with an emphasis
on feeding the butterflies and bees. Our hope is that it HGC members and Hill Country Master Naturalists
brings a sense of calm to the children and can also be give residents of the Hill Country Youth Ranch a
lesson on pollinators.
used as a learning tool.” Originally the HGC planned to
include an interactive planting program with the children. Sadly, the COVID-19 quarantine
coupled with rain altered plans. Larson and husband Stu Thompson installed the French
drain. A small group of women prepared the soil and planted in April.
“I couldn’t believe it,” said Freeman. “People were so supportive, especially HGC President
Gretchen Harris. It’s all about a gift for the children.”
Spring 2021  15

From Across Texas (continued)

“The Hunt Garden Club is a very special group – they never gave up as the Corona Challenges hit and amplified,” Priour said. “Once our plan for having a big planting day that included
all the Club members and the children went the way of social distancing, they figured out
how to send out teams to accomplish the project one walkway, one planted section, one
decorative feature at a time. Each team was obviously skilled and working from a common
plan. I loved passing them at work there in the Courtyard and saying ‘hello’ out the window.”
Eventually the ladies and the HCYR will host a dedication ceremony and an interactive lesson for the children in the garden. In the interim and for years to come, the women hope the
garden will give the children hope and inspiration for tomorrow.
Sunnyvale Garden Club
Doves and Kitty in my Garden
by Ginny Hale, Sunnyvale Garden Club

One brave dove flys into the bird bath
soon joined by its mate,
nervously keeping watch.

In a flash they take flight.
Seems a stealthy grey kitty
is the source of their fright.
Grey kitty has just 2 white feet on back legs.
Looking for a hiding place, he crouches
under the bird bath.
He stretches up 2 ft tall to peak into the bath
twice measuring thinking, planning to snare
a bird,
He hides in the shade hoping for prey.

Doves on the fence post flutter,
Several more land on the bird bath.
Soon 5 nervous doves hastily drink.
Another dove watches from the fence post,
One keeps watch from Sadie’s roof top.

Gone are the wise doves.
No love doves lost today.
Oh kitty please stay.
Catch some squirrels, why don’t you?
Make my day!

It’s a cold crisp morning with sunshine.
Looking out the window into my garden
about to sprout Daffodils,
I see doves fluttering.

“Bluebonnet Trail” — Original artwork created by Ruth Ann Freeman
District III, Dogwood Garden Club

Texas Thoughts on Covid
Boston age 12 writes –

“Columbine” — Original artwork created
by Ruth Ann Freeman
District III, Dogwood Garden Club
16   Lone Star Gardener

Quarantine has been a big change for me because I am
a people person. I just like being around people which I
have never been one of those kids that loves school or
anything. Actually, I would put myself in the category of
not liking school at all but I am missing it so much right
now. I am also just missing inviting people over, going
in a store or restaurant and other things like that. It has
also made a big change in that I can’t fellowship with my
church. Well I watch a sermon every Sunday, but it is not
the same as going to church as a community and listening to our pastor preach.
“Frogs” Photo Credit: Norma Jean Stokes, A&M Garden Club, taken at her home outside Franklin, Texas.
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Down the Garden Path
By Gwen DeWitt

inexpensive way to add organics to your soil.

Gardening is about ecology - be aware of
a plant’s habitat. All principals of natural
plant communities in the wild apply in the
garden. All organisms are present - not just
plants take part. Insects pollinate, plants
feed insects and animals, and soil organisms
recycle debris, which nourishes plants - new
life. Gardens are botanical melting pots of
thousands of years of global plant trading.

If you add organic mulch on a regular basis,
the mulch slowly decomposes enriching the
soil - improving it’s the quality and fertility.

While you can fool plants by knowing the
micro climates in your garden you can only
fool them so far and then you have to work
with what we have - hot and dry. Gardeners
strive for that magic moment when all of our
hard work, Mother Nature and plants combine to provide for that all too brief moment
of perfection - the rest of the time we dig,
plan, and hope.
Late winter is the beginning of crunch time,
spring is just around the corner and getting
the flower beds ready is at the top of my list,
working compost, alfalfa, and cotton meal
into each one. Soil preparation is the key to a
successful garden. Good soil allows for a vigorous root system which ensures a healthy
plant. Healthy plants thrive and multiply, tolerate the extremes of weather and have few
problems with disease and insects.
Working in organics is always beneficial. Using organics in sandy soil increases its ability
to hold moisture and nutrients while organics in clay soil increases drainage capacity
and aeration.
Soil is a living thing and adding organics
provides food for the microbes, beneficial
bacteria and fungi along with earthworms,
and insects.
If you have oak trees, instead of considering the leaves waste to be sent to the landfill, chop them up with a mulching mower
and add a little extra nitrogen to help them
break down and then incorporate them into
your beds. Decomposed oak leaves are an
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It never hurts to get a soil test to determine
what type of soil is present and how to improve it. Soil test bags and instructions are
available from the Extension Service. For a
small fee, they will send your sample to A &
M. You will receive a report with information
on soil texture, ph, and nutrient level.
Deadhead cool-weather annuals, such as dianthus, snapdragons, petunias, pansies, and
calendulas. The plants can become leggy prune the stems back to a desirable size and
shape. In a few weeks, you will be rewarded
with more blooms. Remove debris from your
flower beds. Most of my cool-weather annuals became brunch for Bambi and friends
leaving me with an empty slate to fill.
Prune evergreen shrubs, shade, and fruit
trees - just before bud break. You can prune
summer and fall-flowering shrubs but do not
prune spring-flowering shrubs - they have
already set blooms. Mow straggly groundcovers on high setting to renew the planting. Remove twiggy growth and limbs that
cross or touch one another to expose the
beautiful sculptural quality of crepe myrtle
trunks. Do not top them and commit crepe
murder! Crepe myrtles are versatile and can
be trained for single or multiple trunks. However they are trained; remove excess suckers
from the base of the tree.
Pansies, violas, ornamental kale, cabbage,
stock, sweet alyssum, phlox, petunia, verbena, geranium, aster, and snapdragons may
still be set out from four-inch transplants.
Perennials such as yarrow coreopsis, purple
cone flower, and salvias may be set out toward the end of February.
Sow seed of zinnia, nicotiana, and cosmos
inside to get a jump on spring. Outside, vegetable gardeners should sow beets, broccoli,

cabbage, carrots, Swiss chard, collards, lettuce, mustard, potatoes, radish, spinach, and
turnip. After the middle of February, sow
snap beans, sweet corn, cucumber, squash
and watermelons.
Watch out for scale, aphids and whiteflies.
Use dormant oil while temperatures are still
below 85 degrees F. Watch out for loopers
and cabbageworms on broccoli, cabbage,
and cauliflower - use a Bacillus thuringienses
product. Be ready to protect tomato transplants from a late spring freeze.
Oak leaves are beginning to drop and
soon ball moss (Tillandsia recurvata) will

be obvious for all to see. These unsightly
epiphytes can form large dense balls in a
short time period on more than just our
oaks having been found on telephone poles
and fence posts. Ball moss isn’t parasitic
like mistletoe - it is a bromeliad. To kill the
moss you can use a mix of one small box of
baking soda, one tablespoon of Dawn dish
soap, to one gallon of water. Spray this mix
on the ball moss, which will die, start to rot,
and eventually fall. This is a slow but effective process.
Hope springs eternal and we take vaccines
just as we plant with the hope of a better
year.

Friends of the Headquarters Fund
Due to the pandemic, the deadline to receive a brick with donation of $100 to
Friends of the Headquarters has been extended until June 1.
Make checks payable to TGC Inc. Friends of Headquarters and note spendable in
the memo line.
Personal donations are tax deductible and will be gratefully accepted.
Contact Gwen DeWitt (dewitt462002@yahoo.com) with questions.

Texas Thoughts on Covid
Charlie age 16 writes –
I started Spring Break of my junior year of Nacogdoches High School, excited to be able
to spend a week in California visiting my Dad and childhood friends. I have been here for
more than a month. I kind of love it. While I don’t love the distance learning so much, or
the partial isolation, what I do love is the peacefulness. The air is clear people are walking around and riding their bikes instead of driving. This is a time in our lives of quite
reprieve, and I find seeing it that way makes it a lot easier. Of course it’s a bit lonely at
times, but I have FaceTime, Skype, Instagram, Snapchat, and a million other social media
platforms to keep me connected with my Texas family and friends at my disposal which
again, makes this whole thing all a little easier. I also don’t think that a little isolation
once in a while hurts anyone. It gives you time inside your own mind, without the constant tidal wave of society bearing down on you. That IS a good thing. So while the Virus
has changed a lot about my life, I recognize my privilege. I might not be able to hang
with my Texas friends, or spend Mother’s Day with my Mom and Grandmother, but in a
lot of ways, it’s not so bad for me. I feel incredibly lucky to be able to spend this quarantine time hiking, learning the guitar, and reading. I feel lucky that in a really dangerous
time, I’m able to be comfortable. There are a lot of people out of work and going hungry
right now. There are those working on the front lines in dangerous jobs. But not me. I
am lucky, and grateful.
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From Your Headquarters

Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. MISSION
STATEMENT
Texas Garden Clubs,
Inc. promotes the love of gardening,
floral design, horticulture, civic responsibilities, landscaping, environmental concerns, and garden therapy
for men, women, and children and
encourages participation and support
in educational programs for both the
very young and advanced students.
It is the purpose of this organization
to preserve, protect, and conserve the
natural resources of this country and
to maintain and enhance the beauty of
the lands.

District IX is having an
incredible ways and
means event
Look...Great Deal!!!
Take a look at these gorgeous
summer bulbs, flower seeds,
and edibles from
Flower Power.
Type this link into your
browser to see the exciting
selection and to place your
order:
http://TGCDistrict IX.
fpfundraising.com
* Order online and ship directly
* Perfect gift for family, friends, or
essential workers
* Order Now! Items start shipping
in late March
* Orders support District IX

We gratefully accept your contributions received from November 1, 2020 through January 31, 2021.
ENDOWMENT FUNDS:
ENDOWMENT
FUND: Lake Jackson GC; Eagle Mountain
GC; SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Garden Culture
Club-Denton; Kingwood GC; District VII in
Memory of Robert Vacek; Eagle Mountain
GC; Terrell GC; BLASCHKE LANDSCAPE: Garden Culture Club-Denton; Earl & Pam Steinbach in Memory of Kenneth Blaschke; Renee
Blaschke in Memory of Dewey Zeak Perry;
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS: HENDY SCHOLARSHIP: Joyce Hendy in Memory of Lucy and
William Hendy; Judy Hendy in Memory of
Lucy and William Hendy; DOTTIE SIVESS
SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Bill & Kathi Sivess in
Memory of Mike Franks; Bill & Kathi Sivess in
Memory of Tim Casey; NELL DENMAN HORTICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Lake Jackson GC;
HEADQUARTERS FUNDS: FRIENDS OF
HEADQUARTERS: District VIII; Tyler Council
of Garden Clubs; Nueces Master Gardeners; Comal GC; HEADQUARTERS BUILDING
MAINTENANCE: Ovilla GC; Brookhaven GC;
Grapevine GC; Eagle Mountain GC; Denton Council of Garden Clubs; Terrell GC;
HEADQUARTERS LANDSCAPE / WILDSCAPE
/ POCKET GARDENS: Eagle Mountain GC;
HEADQUARTERS GENERAL OFFICE FUND:

Pay club dues by April 1
Delinquent by May 31
Clubs must be in good
standing to apply for awards

* Order deadline is May 1st

Orders can be shipped anywhere
in the U.S. (except Alaska and
Hawaii) so feel free to share this
link with friends and family.
Thank you for supporting
District IX - three of our four
garden clubs are at risk of closing!
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GENERAL FUNDS: SILVER BOOK: Mary Ann
Nicholson by District II; Eagle Mountain GC;
FRIENDSHIP BOOK: Browning Community
GC;
PRESIDENTS BOOK: DISTRICT II: Karen
Peden by Garden Culture Club-Denton; DISTRICT V: Monica Huereque by Browning
Community GC;
CONTRIBUTING PROJECTS: ARBOR DAY
FUND: Garden Culture Club-Denton; Grapevine GC; Terrell GC; Browning Community
GC; BIRDSEED FUND: Terrell GC; LIBRARY:
Terrell GC; NATURAL DISASTER: Garden Culture Club-Denton; Lake Jackson GC; CAMP
TYLER: Garden Culture Club-Denton; Kingwood GC; TEXAS DISASTER RELIEF: Browning Community GC; SEEDS FOR LIFE: Garden
Culture Club-Denton; Grapevine GC; Terrell
GC; Browning Community GC; GARDENS
AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY: Kingwood GC;
TEXAS A&M FORESTRY SERVICE: Garden
Culture Club-Denton; RIVERSIDE NATURE
CENTER: Garden Culture Club-Denton; OLD
FORT PARKER: Garden Culture Club-Denton;

Texas Thoughts on Covid

* 100% Grow Guarantee!

Club Dues

Mt. Pleasant GC in Memory of Mike Franks;
Brookhaven GC; Paula Copty-Duplant; Fort
Worth Newcomers GC; Julian Fisher; Terrell GC; A/C FUND-HEADQUARTERS: Super
Seeders GC in Memory of Art Riggs; AWARDS
YOUTH: Brookhaven GC;

Emma age 15 writes –
Going through social distancing is strange and I never thought it would be something
I would have to do. At first it was kind of nice to have a break from the people I spent
almost every day with, but now I miss getting to see my friends and being able to get
out of the house. Other than missing my friends and being able to leave my house social
distancing hasn’t taken a toll on me. However, the COVID-19 pandemic worries me for one
reason; my mom. I worry about my mom because she still has to work during this dreadful
pandemic. I fear that one day she’s going to get the disease in her building and not come
home. I know she wouldn’t come home because she’s more concerned for our health than
her own. I know we are lucky that she is still able to work and make money but that doesn’t
ease the knot in the pit of my stomach. I’m ready for COVID-19 to end so we can stop social distancing and things would go back to normal.
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